
As students, parents, school staff and community members, the Philadelphia Co-
alition Advocating for Public Schools (PCAPS), has developed a vision for Phila-
delphia’s public schools. This plan represents the shared vision of our members, 
including tens of thousands of Philadelphians, along with the many other youth, 
parents, teachers, school employees  and other community members who played 
a role in its creation. That community input has been combined with national 
scholarly research and our own collective experience with numerous schools that 
have succeeded, and with schools that have failed. Our  plan truly represents the 
will of the community, which is that a well-funded and well-run system of tradi-
tional public schools represents the best option for ensuring that all Philadelphia 
children and youth receive an excellent education. 

1. High-Quality Learning Conditions: Ensure that every student 
has access to appropriate facilities and learning materials, and that every 
school is properly staffed.

2. Comprehensive Student Supports: Adopt a holistic approach to meeting student needs, and transform 
school buildings into community hubs.

3. Enhanced Curriculum: Ensure that every student has access to an academically rigorous curriculum that is 
enriched, well-rounded, engaging, and culturally relevant. 

4. Improved Instruction: Build collective instructional capacity in the district through enhanced professional 
development, equitable staffing, career advancement opportunities for teachers, and internal leadership devel-
opment. 

5. Performance Assessments: Develop a comprehensive local assessment system that provides more mean-
ingful information and supports improved teaching and learning.

6. Authentic Accountability: Create an accountability system that promotes school improvement through 
community involvement and comprehensive school-quality review.

7. Support for Struggling Schools: Develop the systemic infrastructure to provide assistance to schools in 
need of improvement.

8. Truly Safe Schools: Adopt a new understanding of school safety and discipline that focuses on improving 
school climate.

9. Citywide Collaboration: Convene multiple stakeholders to identify strategies for improving opportunities 
and outcomes for Philadelphia’s children and youth.

10. Democratic Representation: Restore Philadelphia’s local school board.

www.WeArePCAPS.org



All children and youth in Philadelphia have the right to a high-quality pre-K-12 education in their neigh-
borhood public schools that includes a full and equal opportunity to: develop their mind, personality and 
talents; fulfill their potential; achieve their goals; improve the quality of their lives; and graduate from 
high school qualified for college, a living-wage job and thoughtful, responsible participation as a demo-
cratic citizen. These educational opportunities shall include:

1. Safe, clean, comfortable and inviting facilities that are conducive to learning and demonstrate 
respect for those who go to school and work there.

2. A healthy, nonviolent and supportive school climate for every member of the school community, 
regardless of race, ethnicity, national origin, socioeconomic status, English language proficiency, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, immigration status, disability or religion.

3. High-quality learning conditions in schools, including classes of a size that ensure individualized 
instruction, up-to-date classroom materials, fully staffed school libraries and modern classroom 
technology.

4. An academically rigorous curriculum that is enriched, well-rounded, engaging and culturally rel-
evant.

5. Effective instruction provided by qualified, well-trained and well-supported staff who are given 
the time and resources necessary to address each student’s development and particular learning 
needs, plan their lessons and collaborate with colleagues.

6. High-quality assessments that are aligned with the curriculum, use multiple methods for allowing 
students to fully demonstrate what they know and can do, and are used to improve the teaching 
and learning process.

7. Timely and effective intervention if students experience academic difficulties.

8. Developmentally appropriate disciplinary methods that are applied fairly, support student learn-
ing and positive school climates, minimize student exclusion and the involvement of law enforce-
ment to the greatest extent possible, and use preventive and restorative responses to bullying.

9. Holistic attention to students’ intellectual, social, physical and emotional needs, including high-
quality early childhood education programs for every child, art and music programs, recess, physi-
cal education, access to healthy food, and access to medical care and mental health services.

10. Meaningful opportunities, for students and their parents and families, to participate fully in the 
educational process and all other school and district decisions that significantly affect their lives 
and education.
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Student Bill of Rights


