
	  
 

THE FIGHT TO SAVE THE KENSINGTON COMMUNITY’S VISION FOR QUALITY PUBLIC EDUCATION 
 
We are deeply concerned about the School District’s plan to close Kensington Urban Education High School and merge it 
with Kensington Business.  The Kensington community fought for more than a decade for there to be small high schools 
in Kensington.  This team of schools was designed to be a Multiplex, working together to serve the students from the 
Kensington catchment area.  There is a profound community history behind our schools and extensive community 
opposition to the School District’s plan.   

Before the small schools there was a single, large, overcrowded, under-resourced Kensington High School with horrible 
learning conditions.  Determined to receive a better education, Youth United for Change Kensington Chapter students 
began researching education reform models around the country in 2000, and in 2003, along with many community allies, 
they presented a proposal to the School District for a Multiplex of small high schools in Kensington.  In June 2005 the 
community won a public commitment from the District to create four small high schools in place of the large, overcrowded, 
under-resourced Kensington High School.  In fall 2005 three small schools were opened, Kensington Business, 
Kensington CAPA, Kensington Culinary (now Kensington Health Sciences), and in fall 2010 the District finally opened the 
fourth small school, Kensington Urban Education.  Finally, in fall 2013 students successfully campaigned for Penn Treaty 
High School to also be opened.  There was a huge improvement in the quality of education that students received after 
the shift to small schools.  There was major progress in school climate, graduation rates, attendance and academic 
success. 

There are ways to continue to improve academic success and school climate without undoing the community’s small 
schools vision.  The Kensington Multiplex schools came out of a community vision for high quality, neighborhood 
education.  They are a cohort of schools and should be treated as a team, with a Multiplex coordinator, a principal cohort 
team, a community stakeholders group and cross-school training supports.  The School District needs to return to this 
vision.  Rather than closing, merging or “charterizing” any of our schools, they should become pilot community schools, 
starting with Kensington Urban Education.  The District and the city have an exciting opportunity to invest in the 
Kensington Multiplex, a model of community-based neighborhood schools working together closely.   

Community Vision for the Kensington Multiplex 

• We call on the School District to return to the original small schools vision and invest in the Kensington 
Multiplex: Kensington Business, Urban Education, Health Sciences, KCAPA and Penn Treaty High 
School. This includes keeping Kensington Business’s staff and reinstating the teachers who have received forced 
transfer notices; establishing a coordinator who will oversee and coordinate the Multiplex schools as a cohort; 
creating engaging curriculum for all schools; and establishing community partnerships and access to the schools.        

• We call on the School District to ensure that all the Kensington Multiplex schools will remain 
neighborhood schools. Neighborhood students deserve complete access to these small schools and to high 
quality education in their neighborhood.   

• We call on the School District to make the Kensington Multiplex schools community schools, starting 
with Kensington Urban. This would mean installing both a site coordinator overseeing social service 
programming, and creating a community board for the entire Multiplex, with students, parents, and community 
leaders given oversight and decision-making power concerning the needs of students. 

• We call on the School District to keep to the community plan focused on each small school being 
designed to have no more than 400 students and to not overcrowd the small schools.  There are currently 
5 schools in the Kensington Multiplex catchment area (KCAPA, Kensington Business, Kensington Urban, 
Kensington Health Sciences and Penn Treaty High School) and 2,205 students enrolled.  If distributed evenly 
there could be 441 students in each school, which is close to the original community vision. 


